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Climate action missing from mayoral debate 
Testy words highlight city's first mayoral debate, Oct. 14 


One thing that struck a cord in the article/debate were the words by mayoral candidate Gil Penalosa: "We have no 
lack of power. We have a lack of vision and action." 


It is a pity climate action was not on the list of questions. If we had a green approach to our entire way of thinking 
about city planning and use of construction materials, our city and buildings would become sustainable. Instead we 
continue to build unsustainable towers/buildings that create short-term gain for long-term pain. 


If we only had asked the question to all the mayor candidates: What is your vision in creating a green city based on 
climate action? 


We may have found a winner. 
Astra Burka, Toronto 

Alberta premier's comments 
demand scrutiny 


On first day in office, Alberta Premier Danielle Smith calls unvaxxed people the 'most discriminated against group' 
she's ever seen, Oct. 11 


My jaw dropped when | read this. Was newly elected Alberta Premier Danielle Smith born yesterday? Or does she 
choose to be wrong? 


| would like Smith to say that to all the Canadians that died from COVID-19 before the vaccine was released. Tell 
that to everyone who became disabled after contracting the illness for the first time. They are really one of the most 
discriminated against groups in Canada. 


It is glaringly obvious the anti-vaccine movement is filled with people who desperately want to be victimized, not 
people who are actually victims of discrimination. 
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Jaseena Hossain, Ajax 
Common sense not so common in Ukraine conflict 
We're not on track to win in Ukraine. Is merely keeping the war going the best we can do? Oct. 14 


Thomas Walkom makes some valid arguments about why the war with Russia cannot be won by Ukraine or NATO. 
The few battles being won by Ukraine are not going to break Russia. 


Russia still holds the nuclear card, even though they are most hesitant to use it, but may do so with their backs to 
the wall. 


Common sense would suggest a negotiated settlement with Russia. 


Ukraine needs to be ushered into accepting loss of the Donbas region and Crimea in the interests of greater good 
rather than prolong this senseless war. The sooner NATO countries realize this, the better for the world. 


Unfortunately, as they say, common sense is not common. 

Mohamed M. Jagani, Markham 

Unifying 

school boards is first step forward 

Teen wins landmark case against York Catholic school board. Here's what it could mean for others, Oct. 13 


The story of the slow wheels of justice, and the determination of one student to correct what she saw as an injustice 
at the Catholic school she attended, is just one more illustration of the irrelevance of having two parallel school 
boards. 


First, we need to unify the boards. For the other string on this bow, the new unified board must be empowered to do 
a search for outstanding principals, and outstanding teachers, and hire the best. 


At the moment they hire from a pool. It doesn't work. 


Hugh McKechnie, Newmarket 
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